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Why separation?

The staff of Coming Out s all women, We be-
liewve that this is necessary to realize our purposes
8% a women's paper, although contributions from
mmen are wilcomed. We are trying to reach womean
with a uniquely women's perspactive, Women ax-

perience life differently from mean amd it is impor-
tant for us to recognize and affirm our comman
basa.

Im the past, woman have not found it easy to
trust each other. By working 8s a group we have
tocused on that which unites us, been forced o
depand on one another, and recognized the in-
tensity of our mutusl undérstanding. Thase are

To
the
editors

T the editors:

|m ywour diebwut issiee, Bhar the R
Pkl F Privif, wou asked about men's
groups and referred, somewhat mystern-
ously, to one graup that has been fune-
tioning since last year, | assums that i
the group | hive bean iwobed in since
thie spring. There hasn't been any effort
to camcésl the fact that we've been meaai-
ing regularly or that we even existed
Mo ane ovar asked batare - thare was no
PMace 10 &k — and a8 a member of the
group | never thought about publicity,

There are seven of us and we Iy 1o
mewt once a wesk, Orignslly we sel up
TofHCs 10 discuss at each meeting but
Rave loosemned the format in the last faw
manths, we wieally deal with whateves
caomes up. The meeting can be i|1|.'ru|.1i|:|.|l,l
hard sand Trustrating, and also a redief, and
also -- maybe that's all one mesting? Any
way, It doesn't feel ke the time 1o gve a
iumemEtion or an accownting af what 've
been doing in this group, but if there are
any gssErtong ol heve, IVl ey ardd arn-
wwer tharm

This is to et you krow we exist {as of
Dacombar],

Thanks for askeng and Tar Caming Ol

Ken Rosenfeld

STAFF: Chaistina Bergmavk, Liz
Burpgan, Linds Ceahim, Doboroh fogip,
Linda Lucal,_ Diore Maier, Aobin
Felilier, Tema Okun, Aokl Calsarm,
Cimndy Sid, Spe Taply, Hannah
Thornas, Martha Thomases, &nn

NN Py
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Prinoed iy union ladsar,

rasources which we must have and that can be
threatenesd by the presence of men, becauss they
often expect us to deal with them in 8 manner
interfering with women to women interaction,
Resistance to this can be costly, exhausting, and
often fruitless, Without men, we discover the
challernga of wamen.

Through this paper we are attempting to present
thesa perceptions end open communications between
women. Temporary separation from men is not
rejection af them but a necessary compromise. We
must not be afraid to admit our wesknesses in the
process of becoming stromg

Vietnam:
SO

the

war

IS

over

vy Christina Bergmark, a sanior af Ohav-
finr Colloge

S0, now that THE WAR & over we
can all retre 10 cur sel-styled cubbey-
Isoles and refax, or stay in them withaut
feeling gulty it wo nover cama aut in
the first plape, As sad as thal conclusion
fromm 1he recent agrésmant is, toa many
of w5 are falling inte it

Only ina narrow samgs & the WVestnam
War actually over. The United States is
continumg to finance the third largest
air Tarce in the world, that of Sowih
Yintnam. Air ralds continue in Sauth
Vietnam, Cembodia, and Lecs. Out mili-
tary adwisors to South Vietnam have been
reglaced conveniently by so-callod “civil
fan™ advisors who will coniinus 1o do
their best to keap Thisu and his bandies in
PRI

In 1854, an agresment was resched sim-
|lar to that of Kenuary, 1973, The main
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reagan that the gromiied fres election
and reunification of Vietnam never took
place in 1B6 was that the United States
strongly opposed both, We have no ma
son 1o befinve that 1973 is any different

U5, has no intention of
' ipraacing demperacy’’

This lnads ug to the questkon of why
o country doses such things. Why,
while aur govérmment has been shauting
about democracy in Vietnam, has it op
posed all attempts toward demacracy 0
that country ! Why have e cansistently
fupported the regimes of tyranis who
corudd mot retain powar withaout our asis
tamee and condistently attempted to erdh
leacdars of the peopde® This hes happsessd
o0 rguibarly an Weetnam and around the
warkd for us 1o be able 10 befieve that it is
all some terrible mistake. Kennedy knew
im 1961 that Ho Chi Minh was o popicar
leadnr and that Diam wiig not. but 1o
whom did our aid gof And who in their
Fgnt ming couldd think that TRis nepnee-
sants thie will of the majarty i Vietnam?

The United States has no intention of
“preading demacracy” fo underdevel:
ol countries aof the wardd, ar inferest
in hedping nations realize the will of thaeir
majarities. Rather, we aro anxious oo
help countries develop to the extent that
lhﬂ'f' may dapend Incradsingly an the
goods Bl services thal our corporstions
along can provide. e do not want coun-
tries 10 develop in any direction they
might choase. Father, our government
seeks 1o control their devalapmant so
that our COTOraDonsg mMaYy redd greater
pralie,

oo iy Aaire Smoncs

Wirtnam not @ona in i1 reslitencs

11 i thas polecy that is the basis of the
war in Vietmam. |n that war also we o= a
model af what happens to a country that
FREETE, Trging T maks 118 owm dacis|ord
Ingtead] ol siling a2 & pawn al Lnited
States corporations. e see the lengths
to which the United States will go to pro-
went a country from resisting insuch a
Wy, Wtnam s not dhone e struggling
against the control by United States cos-
porations aver its desting. Dur gavern-
ment knows that it cannot let down its
gunrd om any front becaise the whole
warkd is watching.

Feoples of under-doveloped cowntrios
will continue to resst the controd by the
Uniisd Sia1es owes Thald e, 1T 06 our
resparsibiling 1o support Thedr fesistance
AT the same Time Thal we regisl our own
apipaness o,

THE WAR GOES ON.

Madness

by Phyllis Kusstnar

Phiyllis Chasker has writben of Bormen
and Madness, Even before | started read-
ing the baak, | was esnulnced that wom-
en have special reasons lor going mad,
spacial prohlers along the way, and that
our sociaty provides insufficient alterna-
plvEs for ireatimEnt once they ve armived,

11 you're caught in an emateenal bind,
v a role to play which s kilHng youwr
self, where can you got the pressure off
for a ‘whila to think things through? Usu.
ally thare ig mso plscs for a rezpite. Whom
call you ask Tor advioe? The family doc-
tof or rmanister? & psychiamrst listed in
the phane book? The community menisl
health clinic? Each possisility has its ad-
waniagas and dissdvantages. Doctors and
ministens are socesible, They ane useslly
pmart of the estabdished systerm. The op-
tions which they present may well be
compasskenats gnd aimhed ot your weell
B Ehiy Bre akso apt to be limited 1o
accepied methods of treatmont—lke tha
medicad model—and 1o be delivered from
& patenngd ISl psint al e,

Swrvival in o mentsl wildemoss

The pavchiatrat, chosan by & patient
or relative W desperalion and &8 random,
is & choice more often used than would
seem rational, One goes to a pediatrician
whaen a chikf is sick, an obstetrician whin
ana | pregnant, a beart specialist for o
heart alment, but in the mind of the gen-
eral public & psyehiatrist is supposodiy
able o oure the ills of the mind with
some standard magical formula, The pube
lic has had little aducateon to lat it longw

that esch paweheatrist approaches The
prablem from & special point ol vigw,
whether Jungian, Freudian, Adlerian, o
othar variations of these. We have cook-
books, digt books, how-to-build-a-boat
hooks, and how-to-survive-in-the-wilder
ness boaks. Butl where doss one find &
handbook of chaibes Tor how 10 swrvive
in the wildermess of one’s own mard?

A dissdvantase of making help within
the systam is that you run the chance of
documenting your distress and giving the
oificial woarld its first chance to get its
claws on you, 'Who will spesk on your
behalf? Linder Ohio law, & person consid-
arad mentally il hos fewer rights than a
eriminal. 1T you cannot afford a lawyer,
wou can be hospitalized under the state’s
police powers or the state 8t parens par-
ae [this, in effect, viows wou s ward ol
the state), ard you will have no legal ad
vooate. There are a number of ways 1o ba
seEnt oo state hl:rlpl“l a5 &N nvaluntary
patient, ranging from The day ememency
atmissaon by police glficer to saxty dany
pltmissaen with medical certifscate and on
1o judicial sdmission by the Probats
Court. In each case—no legal advocate Tor
the poor person deemad mentally il He
is chenisd due prosgses,

Courting paranoia

Muooess o a peychiatrist cannot be ta-
ken for granted in Ohio (assuming ane
could atford to pay for his services]. As
of 1868, mare then hall the counties in
Ohio had no psyehistrist, and more than
half the peychiatric patients who “re-
ouikred hospitalization™ in Ohio wore pro-
pissed Tor admission by physicians whio
wHre nod psychiatrists,

And if you are comemined, then re-
leased as cured, you carry the tigma in
your mind af having besn officially con
sldared & strange, mad person, I you can
b the exttra burden, how do you bear
the fact that tho who suppessdly loved
you allovwed you 1o be taken to o hospi-
tal for the insans with its bocked doars,
redimantation, and dehumanizing atmo-
iphere]

A5 your mind functions better and
batter, will it not acour to you that oneg
yau hiave been commetted and cured, re-
lapses may ooour, and it will be essier for
them to send you back sach time? When
you returm to the hospital, how can you
haiip tealing abandoned as you stand hand
ing in your wedding ring and other pos-
sewsians for safaty's sake, listening to the
jangling of the keys which separate you
from the rich waorld of chosos enjoyed by
thioss who could save you
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Tha proposed imentsl health bevy

‘What of going 10 the community men-
tal health center? I wou bie able 1o ad-
mit that you nead helg, that will be a
good chaice. The proposed .6 mill men-
18l Realth ey, if passed in May, will pro-
wide funds for much-needed halfway
hoses and for expardding the profession-
al staff in this county.

What can women callectively do 1o en-
sure that disturbed women are tfroated
with more ustice? Women can work 1o
set up A legal ald center o the state men-
taf hiodpital which has jurisdiction in their
digtrict: in the case of Oberfin, that would
be at Titfin, Ohio—a hirak, turn-of-the-
cenfury place with & newer bullding for a
reCeiving ward so that newcomers will
Have mice modern facilities and wnder-

wtand that they hed betier shape up ar
they may eventually be consigned fo one
af the ald buildings, qualntly named af-
tar wtates. 1T you hawe nevar sean Titin,
do tske g drive thera some altesmoon. |t
& & scenic drive—especially if your toste
mums io gathic horror tales.

Tiffin is the state hospital for & five
COLnTy aras, | houses over FO0 patisnts.
There are taelve doctors, OF the twelve
Sactors, SEven war edlucatad in farasgn
oountries. Under Governor Gilligan's sd-
ministration, Dhio & imvodeed oo humane
ization process for mantal health trest-
ment, The state subsidy 1o Lorsin Cd-l.ll'll'p'
mental health boand increassd by 10%
from 1571 1o 1972,

What happens a0 & 11312 hospital 1o im-
plement the humanizatlon process? Dr.
Milton Smith, superintendent af Tiffin
State Hospital, pointed out that the hos
pital is In the process of making gvailabde
o esch patient o private lockar for hig
awn passessions The hospliad is also re-
dicarating some of the wards. Housing
varies from s on a ward to sicty, With a
group of saty people lving on & wasd,

humanization would be quite a challenge.
Wihen asked the most important way in
whisch the patients' corditions coubd b
improwed, Or, Smith Indicated that
voting for local trestment Facilities would
ba 1he most important: keeping people
i their own communities rather than san-
ding them fitty milas from friands ard
i iess,

Thee legal aldd approach 1o help patients
18 being tried in several cities, including
Cleveland, For more information you ma
may call or write:

Logal Aid Office

Attn: M, Robin Kennedy
Fairhill Peychiatric Hospital
200 Fairkill Rosd
Cleveland, Ohia 24120
Telaphona: 421-1340

Thee second halp women can collec-
tiwely offer to distressad woman i & free
Retreat, 3 conber 1o recover omne's stability,
o rast, have spece and Lime in order to
consider alternatives. This would prove
mpecially beneliciad iT wormen understood
that they could stay at the Retreat hours
or doys, as neoded, and be welcoms 85 &
person, nob 8 cisa,

Chhar communities ane exparimenting
with ron-bureaucratic attermpis to help
pEople. An examiples is the Atlanta Alter-
native Therapy Progect, AATP, Atlanta,
Georgia. It is a nongrofit collective wihoes
purpose i bo prowde prychologecal ser-
wices which are not available throwgh the
present sysiem. A8 TE works 1o o lminate
oppresson in human mlationships, The re
latianships in the coflective are an an
equal baesis, not as therapistpatient, Thera
are betwean thirty and sixty psopls in-
wilwad. They functicn through 12lephone
fired, one to ofe communecatians, and
Foups.

It is not enough e deline 8 problem.

11 I5 not enough 1o weep lor the victims,
nof 1o Mame thase in poswer, We must
reach out and help one another, In a o=
ciety like this, tho yolces you haar today
may b on televisson. The voices you hesr
tomarraw, Sieeer, may be all in vour own
hoeeg |

IT wow are interested in e bibliography
on mentad iliness or i you would be will-
ing to help organize a growp to work for
patients' rights, please call 774-513%, or
write:

Phiyllis Euesiner
R.D.1, Hughes Rd,
Craerkin, Cheo 44074

Wicked
women

by Lyna Keith-Swensosn

Duiring January, a1 New York's Theaire
for the New City, the Westheth Feminisn
Caollective presented a magnificant play
called the “Wicked Woman Revwss.” Ag
leagt fowr Oberfin wemen ware lucky
enaugh to see it Fasmenist theatre, even
in Mew York City, is still a relative rarity,
so | have no real basis for comparisan:
but mvy aim is not to eriticire the perfor-
mance, only to el you how | reactod to
it

Firsily, the stmosphers that prevailed
in the sudience before the show began
wids unigque and worth trying to describe.
The roam was charged with excitpmant.
It was vary maich like the keyed-ug satie-
ipation folt by some womaen a1 the firs
maeling of a consclousness-raising group,
Expectations were high and almest figrca,
11 seemod that eweryone war anxioaug fof
something personal and meaningful 1o
happen, Most were not disappointed,

The Revus started with a shoet, infor-
mal introduction ardd then & skinwith &
familiar thama in Mow York: how to sit
in subiway traing s as to svoid being sulb-
Iectad 1o search and seizure by the mals
subreiay-riding population, 11 ended, as
many of the skits did, with a bang and a
big, cathartic laugh. A laugh that came
froam the belly “yes, wes, that's my ax-
perignce! And what a relief 1o finally
Isugh =t the aggravation and humiliation,”
There's strength in a predominantly fe-
male audinncs lsughing like thar,

The skits as a whale wers very fresh,
furny and polnted. | found some of my
Favorite fantasies being performed s
elabaprated pan, For example, there
wirk @ monologue by @ man. He described
the 'Mew Waoman, ' her vasi nomibser of
freedams and capabilitees, har wondarful
rarge of choices. The enumearation built
10 & elirnax and har coneluded the spesch:
Yo but you know what she really wanits,..
[pause - grug smilel...MEI", whereupan
a famale arm flies owt from behind the
curtain amd thwacks him in the kisser with
8 huge cream pie, | s get gheeful sats-
faction from remembering that skir,

That satisfaction seems wa much haalthiss
than its alternative which s somewhare
botwesn despadr and the unge 1o kill,

Claarly, palitics and theatre can mix.
"Wicked Women® was great theatre and
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great palitics, Tha fact of the Rewan s
tangible evidencs to the world that Fam:
inists ane all ovar; that woaren working
ll.'-lg'llihﬂr ara strong, In addition, Teminist
theatre is Jusl ong ol & hencred anseeers
10 1HE quisdtion: “altér consciousness-
raising, what?" ‘Woiren are now and

will continue to become mare visible and
madibsle in all areas of heman life.

Oberl in
health

conference

by Libiby Olstad, cfirector, Oberiin Coflege
YITA
Worren hsve 8 unigue relationghip to

health care services in our society. As pa
tients, they reguire not only the general
care mesded by any adult, man ar woeman,
but also the specialized services relatmd 10
their reproductive system, As workers in
the health care system they make up 70
percent of the ontire health lahar foros.
#s mothers, they are in most cases dineci-
ty respongible for the day-to-day care ol
their childmn, including thair haalth cae.
S5 woman struggling with their appres-
slon, they eaperience frequent mental
Fealth problerms that need attention and
are all oo often treated inedequately or
simply overlooiked,

& conference on Women's Health, 1o
b hield an the Obsrlin College campus
Mareh 10th, will explare this relationship
of wormen and health care. The perpec-
tive will foous not only on person-to-per

. =
2
B E
A
H

“an i-[rl.lﬂlﬂ.: bt shio on wamen battiing
1Fié higalth institutions which tend to con-
el ehem as patients and warkors

Several respunce people exparkenced in
medical, peychologicsl, and sociological
fields in women’s hoalth will participate
in the conlersnce i an opening sympdasi
i and in small workshops. Pawline Barg
teachis in the department of psychiatry
at the Abrabam Lincoln School of Mad|-
cine in Chicagn and has rasearched snd
publlished In the aress of the seciology of
madicing, sax rale development, and de-
preasion o middle-aged woman. Marfyn
Girgssiman is the project copsdinatoe for
paywchiatric facilities for children and ado-
|lescents in the Joint Commisslon on Ae-
creditation of Hospitals in Chicago, She
has rassarched amd publshed works e
latad 10 sexsm in medical education and
myehialric theragy, Barrie Thame of the
sociology department at Michigan Stato
Liniversity traches the sociokogy of sex
rales &1 the univarsity and has researched
and published m professions educaticon
In medicine and lew and investigated the
poszitrilities for change in the professions
im the health care system, Dr. Janica Hel:
beie ix @ peneral practitioner i the snudent
clinic of the University of Indiana, Her
practice is almost exclusively with women
college studants, and eha has been active
im prganizing through Plannng Parenthood
arif in teaching human sexuality. Two
representatives of the Mew Yook Health
and Abortian Project, Margot Oscheroff
and Gelda Abramowstz, will be sesounces
in paraprolassional and prodessional
hiaalt® wiodk and in contrategtivis, inclu-
ding shortion and sterilization.

There will be a variety of workshops
in which these praple as wmil as local pro-
fesslonals will prowlde Information and
sared gy tTacilitators in amall diculiions.
The tolbowing will be taking place an Sat-
urdlaiy

Wamen and ife health cave system [a
gprroosim [—Pauling Bart, Marlyn Gross-
mam, Dr. Janice Helbie, Barrie Thoma

warkshops

Cirsgirag of waviesi—Marilyn Mittesmaier

Heark g weovmen walth smali efrilaren—
Or. Marian Baum

Farmaie sox uality —Maureen Miller

Mgl soiance professiovis—Margat Oscha-
raff

Afletics and fifness for women =
Micki Scoft

Iarrad health instiarians for wamm -
Marlyn Grossman

Pragnancy and ehildiireh —Ed vested
Childiherth, Ine

Leghiariiam as @ lifestyle—Kay Greenlead

Changping eex rodes: infontionel commr
s — Komith Chistac

Cantragepiives, fnciuding shortion and
steniization—Gilds Abhramowitz

Special fealth nesds of woman—[r, Jan-
ice Helbis

Stevifization as a mesns of conlreces ton
far mean—Dv. Sopon Nekpairat

Wamen i the health professions and the
probiam of male daminance—Barrio
Thame

Papulaiion contral and Black woman—
Pat Walton

Dwpression (v midore-sged’ women—Paul-
i Bart

Sel-help and selexamination clinics—1o
= anmounoed

Emerging altematives fo mental health
services fov wamen & Clevelandg -
Betsy Tabac

Haealth care for women v Dherlin=Jady
Richards

The inal event ol the conferencs wall
e & feminist folk concert in the evening
gven by Betsy Hearne of Chicago, The
concert will be beld in the art auditoriem
and tickets will be available at Wikde
miain desk afier March Tih,

Tha conferance (s sponsored by the
Oberlin College YWCA and  open 10 wo-
man and meEn participants from the col-
lage and community. |f youw are interes
ted in helping with the conference, con.
tact Libby Distad in tho ¥ office of Wild-
er Hall,

Note: Thes conference wall mar condlicr
with the MY C Abortion Tribunal, which
Fras boen cancelipd

Public
school
sexism

by Ann L. Fuller, 2 faculty member of
Ofarlin Coflaps

One of the iswues brought out in 1ha
dacustion of "Raising Mon-Sexisr Chil-
deeén™ at the Woman's Confarence in the
fall was the reinfarcament of sex role
stereotypas in schools. A blatant exampla
is the Junigr High Sehool requirement
that girls taks home economics while
bays take shap, My seventh-grade deugh-
ter is now fareed to sneodl in 2 hama
SCONOMIcE course covering such toples a8
“a girl ared her figare."

Dring the fall, | talked with school
officials about offering shop clasies to
@irle. This semegtar, for the first time,
shap is opsn to a Hmited nember of girls;
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home economics has bean open to boys
as an wlective Toe the entire yeas, Next
18, the Junior High Schaol will intra-
duce naw cosducational courses in hame
ecanomics and shop.

Shop for girls, but still a
“sexist philosophy™

Presently, “girls” " homa scenomecs
covers diffarent topics than "oy’
home peanomics: Lhe boys cook; the
girls are given 8 more Cadvanoed ' ape
proach to the subject to train them to be
come wives and mothers. The segregated
girly’ ghop class meets hall as many times
péf week as the boys' class, o separate but
distinctly unequal amangement. |n pne
of the first mestings of the girls' shop
class, the teacher articulated his philaso-
phy of woman's plece in the socisty.
Here is & paraphrased wversian of what he
saidl !

Girle should grow wp fo be houwss
wivas and Wwormed shoukale 't Covinene
WER ey, Decause thep T fnd oue
that s ard upireyne baings. e
women et oider they should work
for 24 years and then “thed their
e feang™ = if they havan't already =
ang sattle dpwn with the man they
fove, They should besr children, cook,
sovwy, ang Eean hoosse bacaise thal's
wiha God ol wornen o1 sardh for
The women “should™ — fo keop Hae
frughand and family haopy. Families
gt have wevnan warking are brokan-
et famifies.

Dwer the past Teé yeari, some cone
oermed parents have protested the sex-
tased hpme sconpmics and shop reguire-
mants with no resulting changes, One
can argue that i1 beme aconemics has
pducational mmerit, surely it is valuable
for girls and boys, Shop i éven more
Impartant far girls than for boys becauss
it cam halp them ovarcoma some of the
erippding elfects of female socialization -
precisely the ones that may interfers batar
with abfaining compstence in dcisnce and
mathematics

Mew laws on owr side..

Thete id now b legal rémedy to sex
digsrirmeisatian in miblic schoals not avail
able to parents in the past. Title 9 of the
Education Amendmernis Act, passed by
Congress in June 1972, states: “No per
wan...shall, on the hasis of sex, be ex
cluded from participation in, or be de-
nigd the benefit of, o be subjected to
discrimination inder any education pro:
gram or activity receiving Federal fingn-
cial assistance.” Going Imin effect on
July 1, 1872, this Fadaral law applies

rei oy o colleges and univarsities, but
also 16 elementary and wacondsry schools
other than vooationsl schools, and 1o sin-
gie-sax public undergraduate schoals
Ciberlin College will be sble 10 continua
1o predeterming artificially the ratic of
wamen to man fudents,. Public cosduca-
tional wnivarsi ties, however, will not ba
allowed to discriminate pgainst eithor sex
in aclrmissions.

Title 3 of the Education Amendments
At makes sexc-based requirements such as
hame economics for gerls and shop for
boys illegal, Requirements cannat be sat
an tha Basi of sex just as thay cannot be
Wl on the basis of race. The HEW O4fice
of Ciwil Rights, which will probably have
respargihility for enforcement of this
law, can inwestigate o school district
agalrst which a complaint of sex discrimi-
nation is brought, The Federsl agency
franting funds 10 the schoal district can
withdraw those fuits iF discriminathon i
found 1o exist.

e

Thie kawe i% riews, ared thie quidalines tar
its enforcement hove not et baan wsued
by HEW. It s cless, howseer, that the

|laww dhoed cover sex-hased requirementa,
How much elsa it oovnes awaits future
clarification by the quidelines,

The Cberlin Board af Edueation & now
asking the State Artorney General Fof a
ruling on the matter, When a ruling is
midE, I will necessitate a change in the
state-sof public school requirements, as
provmudgated by the State Board of Educs
tion. The delay may bo substantial, howe-
Ever, Sex descriemvination it st ane of
those burning issues for state officials and
schinal personned,

Tha shap:homa aconsmics seousrments
are just a symisal of the parvasive sexism
i education and society st large. BE% of
all plementary schaol teachers are woman;
T of $l @lemantary schopl pringipals
are men. Elementary schoal teaching
Inacki 1o promiotion for men, but ransly
Fof wemen. The lanper range effects of
Federal lagislation prohibiting sex dés-
erirmination will extend to many other
dress including employmant, curriculam,

sourselling and phygical sducation,

‘Woman of all ages, married, singla,
matharg, and Tih-graders must join 1o-
gather Lo eliminate sexism in our schoals.
Maow wo not only hase justice an our
side, but also sevaral Federal Laws that
are bownd 1o being about great changes 5
public schooly &i wall as in colleges and
LFSErsiTies,

Return
to

women's
group

by Diana Malar and Liz Burgess

Many poopse have rred and discanded
the comelouwsness rasing group as a wehi-
cla of liberation, and others, committad
1o an individualistic fight, have naves
considersd participating, Tha following
are the reflections on and snalysis of
& woman's growp by only tbwo of its mesm-
bers. We hope that these nxperisncas
may apply to othors'neads and thoughis,

Those of us who are collegs students
are in @ period of unprecedsn ted parsanal
froedaem, 'We are free of family commit-
e, respansibility to job or commindary,
and have not yet chasan a rale in File
an which wo must stske our futures or
aur self-respect, Unpleasst though this
VI Yy BeEm, it i nonetheless an apt
deseription of the lives of many of us,
For these ressons we are in 2 good pes-
tan o ke the risk of examining aur
baliefs, stanclards and personal cholces
belore acting them out, A woman'y
group is a supportive medium n which
fo examing £2tain phenomens in anesolf
and &5 thay appess in others. |t iz easy
to dantity day care, squal pay for equal
work, apen hiring, and other blatant paoli-
tical and sconamic issues, but the ability
to accept responsibility for becoming an
inddewidusal inoiociety, capable of acting in
it | appated ta seeking anly self-raalizs-
Lion|, must be accompaniad by & thou-
sand =ibtle prychalagical changas in atti-
tude and pareonal strengths which a
Wiy group provides. These parcog-
timns are aften threatening and attacking
of the basic salf and in this sense partice-
pangn i @ radical act. Finally, we believs
hat taking responsitklity for aonasatf and
far others within the growp |5 analagous to
n potentially revelutionary mind-set; one
which seed the lives and plights of athers
a8 aurs to intermalize and act upon. Aware-
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ness of & rssd for changs and the skills
1o effectuates it will not come out of @
vacuum. We all reguire reciprocity,

I wieews of pravabant cynicsm on this
camipais and the b of groupd which
Fiave it suirvived, Wi Thadght & analysis
af our group might provides nsight, re
sources and impetus for others, e
Piarted in March 1972 as a result of Judy
Chiicaga’s visit to Qberlin, and obsyed
hor prescribed format.  There ane six
al us {two jurlors, tawo sophomores, and
two freshmen) with vastly differing levels
of social/political/sexual experience. We
s ek |y, biweekly |l necassary, to
dizcuss a predetermined foges. Esch per-
san speaks for five minutes withoudt in
TErrUERTion Tl e by group feacEions.
Each wonman wai reguired 1o attend ar
notify everyone of n conflict, offering a
unanimaisly acceplabnie Hime, M'EIBElﬂﬁ-
are Peld speceisvely at the room or houss
af each of i=, the hostess taking tho part
of chalirwoman, who stars speaking and
enforoes ihe rules. This leemat is highly
functianal. |t forces quist people to ex-
press thair thoughts, fealings or lack of
same, Talkative sggresinve wismen have
to loten. This demands ouiput fram each
person gno Thus becormes @ sell Congeious
wehcle ol expréssion. We tried (o pgrévent
this from deterorating into a circular pro-
cess of soff-analysis and self-listening {us
ing others sxperiences only 10 help our-
solves), Often the firsr ona to ipaak s
somewhat suparficial but through pro-
gressive stages of revealment the last
woman risks encugh to demand our
TR,

Initiakly none of us knew each orhar,

& Tal whech detached us Trom our daily
lives and permitisd determimation of

the e with which we exposed o
welves, We men with the seme SUSPEEIarT
and fears of the “women's lib rap” ardd wens
winll @mare of the others” readiness o
abandon the antime project shouald i
becoime 1o alfecied or oo thraatening.
Despite our distance and hesitance the
fact ramakng that we made defindis de-
marnsds and had high expectations lor our-
sadves from the starl. Although we ded not

admit it, we obvioushy needed and wane
ready for this type of discussion and

e anxioud that it should succesd. We
tried 1o awoid pressuning anyone past

the point of honesty and weere sersitive

ta & persan's right to silance (F axpees-
won meant Tabeicaticn. We like the wo-
e i the groug ahd via caloulated

Frikd Rave Soeme (o respect each other.

Wi recognized aur overshelmingly maile
arientation {tendency 1o seek sahvatian
and seff throagh men] and began 1o
tramsfor this depandgency Tor ehallenge and
emalicnal support Lo the women's group.
The group supplies pointed and peroeptive
feedhack, acoeptance of behaviorsl
phenpmena and ralief of personal gudilt
The diplicity and repetitive patterns

in our individual Fives no langer merits
self-menrimination but can be discissed
and sarmertimas abandoned, Knowledge
and contnct with the minds of other
waosmen {poasibity for the fiest time) has re-
suifted in some rich, Trusting Trsng shape.
These parsanal experiences have led to
reglization of & commitment 1o .and soli
darity with women in ganeral, Waomen are
no longer compstiton of medely social
companions, but strong individuals, impar
tant people of diverse background with

B srrangly unilyeng paripacines,

We are still learning to use the group
as a concrete tool inoa manner effoctive
tor pach of us. Qnly when wa find
gtrangth 1o ritk @ contact made. Thers
are still mary fears between us but we
have gained a groat deal from one
anot har,

Black

conscliousness

by Bavarly Vaughn

There is & ganeral consensus that tho
ibepdogy and activism ol the Women's
Moverment do not periain 1o the needs of
Hizck wsomaen, This opinion is substanti-
ated by the anguiment that the mayemsen
is designed by White middis-class liberals,
whio hava conearn only for the enrich:
ment ol their sconomie and protessional
status it is feared that the reguest Tar
Black participation and support is to pro:
¥ide & gusse of commitmant 1o tha Hbara-
tian of all wamen and cppressed paopds:
while the mitigation of the injustices suf-
fered by Blacks will ramain ignored,

We must realife that tHe iiSues axposed
try thie Women’s Movement pertain wery
miich 1o us 11 is tho poor Blagk woman
who i the victim of our society’s most in-
sidious forms of sexism and oppression.

The Black woman is not as seriously con
sidered for lucrative and powerful [obs
as arn Black man, To say that fighting foe
our libargtion as women § to betray our
fighiting for Hbaration as Blacks & to din-
regand thie Esues. The liberation of Blacks
and women are mutually dependent. We
mrist fight oppression wharsser e mee
L1

Sorme feel that all we will get is a job
im a day care cEnter caring for suberbia’s
children; if we do not sprak out. wa may.
We hive the means, we hawe The strength
L#t's ba pioaid & Blick and woman,

BLACK WOMEN'S GROLIP
Black wamen interested in form-

ing i smill wioman's grsup, contact
Beavarly Vaughn at 774-1958.

Jailed
for
freedom

by Lirda Lueal, sfvciant ar Oberdin Schoal
of Coururigree

These are on the market a great many
betaks shaut feminism, pro @nd contra,
but there are few avarabdes books on the
higtory ol lemanisme | canskder the un-
o tunate becawsn if contemporary fem
nists comprehend so little of their
nistory, haw then are they 1o fully reg-
H2e their predent condition?

There is a cartain elass ol liteia-
ture, the ona dealing with women's
history in America, which s mol
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fepdily sailable o fameniing. Perhaps
This LToratice had basn sippressed,
parhaps maraly Tor@iten and mever
raprinied, bt it i important ancd the
faca 4 that we cannot Tind i1, except

in the stacks of college and university
libiraries,

dadled far Frewdam (Bonl and Liver-

ight, Inc., B, long out of print,

is the work of Dorls Stevens, & graduste
of Osstlin Callegs, |n it she traces the
hijtoay of the feminist movement in
dumeerica from the trial of Susan B, An-
thony in B3 thoough 1819, when Wi
Anthany's Nanaaal Sulfrags Amendmant
Tonad |y pasass Congress and was submits
ted to the states for ratification, It is no
after the fact history. Stevens was on the
Exgcutive Commities of the Nationsl
Woman's Parey. 5he was one ol thoss
who went west, she experienced it First-
hand

This i & wellaritien, exciting, harro:

ing baak ard ane that &l Femandss ought
o read. |1 Beging with o breef, sketchy
ghmme of Susan B, &nthony herself, in-
teresting because it contains part of the
trarscript af her tnal, ber ssonderful
speech to the judge in which she prowves
conchimively and to his consternation
thiat @ woman's baing birought bafare a
judge because she woied in @ national
aloction wak indesd & igh-harsed out-
FROE Wpon e Cinzen’s I|li||-l.1'. ard that
he was, & theory il not in fact, condemn-
itg all women to the status of slaves in
oonvicting Miss Anthony.

Busan B. Anthonmy

She musst have seemed, in her own
time, an ancestral voice prophesying
war. At any rate, war bataean the suf
fragists and the sdminisration of Wood-
oo Wilkon o certainly what came about
Im 183, Alice Paisl became chairman af
the Congressional Committee of the

Mational Amarican Woman Sutfrage Asio:

SrEhan, 11 was ahi wha dsbbabied i

Anthory a3 the General af the mowe
menit. &t the end of Wilson™s first term,
whan ha hed ar every turn refused o
introsduce The sutlesge amendment into
Congress, Miss Paul adopted a platform
of militant resistance o the Demacratic

party. Hundreds of rasterm women went
to thie suttrage mates in the west. wharae
women had the vate, to campaign foe the
datoal of any and gl Democratic candi-
dates, Whean Wikion wal ie-alected, anid
ramairned obitinats, the sullrsgios began
b picket the White Houss, The public,
wihich had been aroused to new aware-
neds of the movement duning e weitern
campasgn, rescted stromgly in favor of the
suffrage amendment.

Tha Administration”, Sievens savs,
‘had licthe chobos, I must yield o 1his
ErEgiLire Tooem [se pEopElE OF o It sups
ey the sgitatlion which was causing
thee imterest... It decided to remave the
pickets”. Unfortunately for the Admine
stration, it had counied an the threat of
MG B power Snough 10 break
dhovwen the “lafies” insmedistely. The ladies
were found guilty of obstructing tratfic,
they coubd not be arrested for picketing
which was kegal, and were ardered to pay
twnnty-fovn dodlars or seeee thraa days in
jail, Thay refused to pay any fine be-
Caues o pay @ Tine would be an admis-
sian of guilt, and we aré innooent’. The
Administration was owtraged.

Arresis

On duly 4, BN7, sxteen suffragsis,
Etevens among them, were arrestad,
tried, santenced to sixty dave in 1he sham-
inabin Chocogquan Workhouwse in Virginia
It s AhE Tirstl ol many acts of Erroeism
Ocecoguan was a concentration camp,
nathing more. The food was warm-
ridden. The san|tary conditions wang
impossible. LA IRe prisoners m e
suTTragists’ wing showered with the same
bar of soap, and mame prisoners were
syphyllitics.) And the commandant of
This Iﬂﬂl;ll Was & sadEns Wanlen Wik
sl T e liafn i Tendleng ey ways
m which o inflel pain an his Temale
S R OTErS

Diehesr tactics were atiemgisd. Alio
w1817, Alioe Painl was arvested arnd
placed in the Datrict of Columbia jail,
Her sentence was for seven months. Sha
demanded, as did all the sutfragists im
prisoned with her, to be treated as & pal-
itical prisones, and hungsr-struck Toe this
Pl Al tRe strikers wiire Tikally Fad
While she was in prason, everything posss
bile was done to make her fesl that she
Wik insang,  Sho was repaatadly threatened
with framifar 1o 5. E|IEE|.'!'l|'|-'!. the goy-
armmen] insans @ylum, and she was acti-
ally exarmenad by a pyEFualrigl who triad
wvainly to descower in hor symptoms of
parsecuTion mania. He falled, and Miss
Paul was eventuilly freéed an accaunt af
her airike.

Woman Marching

Thee amendment pessed the Houwss in
918, and the Mational Women's Party re
lawed prassurs lang snough 1o glve the
Prosidant and the Senate time in which
10 act Mo action was forthcoming, ad
though Wilzon had changed his positian
oo suffrage. The warr=  on marched to
the Lafayette monumant opsosite the
White Housa and set fire to Wilsan's
speeches on lbarty. |t was the first of
many watchfires, There were more ar
rests, The police would destroy the
fires and the wosmen would immaediataly
e them. {The book has 0 marswlous
photograph of Dr. Caroline Sosncor re-
watting a scattered pile of logs.) The prac-
Dioe was faken up in Boston as wall, In
Mew Yook, when Woodrow 'Wilson spoke
about his immartad Lesgue of Mations
project, mambas of the Mariansl Wam-
en's Party, manching toward the Motro-
pislitan Opers Hause, were attacked,
tegten, and clubbed to the ground by &
maob of police, saldiers, and sailen an
leave,

Shortly after that incsdent, President
Wilsoe spcured the ome vobe necassary for
8 twa-thirds majority imthe Senats. The
battle was aver: the waamsn had won, bt
at what an awiul cosr!

The battle  was won; the war, unfortu-
nataly, eontinues in oour time.  18% guaeriila
wiarfare that men and women wage, bBul it
B owarfare nomethelnss. 10 Jdaled foy Frss-
dvn, through tha eves of Daris Stevens,
Wou Can el past the lacade comoosed of
rhatorie and into the souls of thess podi-
LiGiais, the vomen and the men. You
may begin to understand ths motives
that drive some people 10 sulyjugate, 1o
terrorize others, the motives than drive the
oppressed ones 1o fight beck, not menely
for thair own sakes, but for the sake of
being alive

WOMEN'S HEALTH

Every Saturday ot 1:00, women
will be meeting in Wilder to disowss
women's anatomy. Each weok we
will listen to the msults of investiga-
than that concantrate on diffarnt
apacts ol wormen™s health, indu-
ding the hormone cyde, The Pill,
the |UD, the menstrual oydle, yeast
and urathra infactions, and vaneraal
diseate, Amy woman wanting 10
work on preparing thess discussions
or anyone interested in listening
should coma to Wilder on Saturdays
&t 1:00.



February 1973

Coming Dut

Page 9

Abortion:
a
right

iWarmeng by Jeeics Waiss
by Ann Warmasr, a Janior 88 Oherlin
Cottege

Ay worman deciding to terminate a
pregnancy through tha sixth manth can
A o gl acconding 10 1ha racant Su-
preme Cowt ruling. The 7-2 decisson
g beft the choice of an abortion during
the first trimester up to the woman and
her docter, making clear that sTates may
mol placs sny rESInELon Upsn sy -
pact ol the procsdure. During the second
trimester the state may requine that the
abortion take phecs In & hospitol Decsuse
“rhee piaie has g dmportant and begeki-
mals interest in preserving the health of
o pregnant woman., "

Victory for all?

This decitson murks &1 impariant vic
tary 1o the womens mayvement and for
&, sigecially low-income, women, Ever
since the first liberalized abortion law in
1968, a woman wanting an abortion and
hawing the manay could fiy 1o Mew Yark
to get & | abortion, Pt women find-
g Thermaslves pregnant had b choloss)

w0 resaet o an unsafe, illagal abortion ar
1o have an urmwaneod chibd, Unlariumate-
Iy, even with the meant ruling, many low
income waman will still not be guarantesd
an abprtion due to the cost of the opara-
tian. The sbartion struggle will mol e
won wntil all women, regandiess of theor
SCONQMIC STELUE, Gan receive o safe abpe:
tion, Consaguen iy, the guestion of abor-
tion foss not end with its legalization
Rather the issue has now beGome the ac-
cess for all woman 1o res contraceptive
ntormelian and abortions uoon demand,
and further, the access of all psople 10
rmedical care. Toxday anly the very rich
can atford qualivy medicsl care while far
mast paogile & mapds medical expense 5 8
semilg financial seiback. MHealth cam
showld be a right Tor all, nor & privilege lor
the Tew,

Yours
ain’t
the
only
one

|reprentsd from MODERN TIMES, Felv. @73]

Mirrrage 12 samething almost everybody
i thiz sociely sxparkences of some tima
im theer life. Most of us grow wp n fami.
lies and whathar that expasience was
qood or bed, axpect to have & family of
oAU o,

Bfeer all, what are the altermatives?
Yoau have 1o lve with somebady, 11
qers wery lorly lving by yoursell, And
Isesvictes, petting married & something
everybady does..

But for whatewsr raasan paople da
et masiiad thare are carlan axpacia-
tions that society has of men and women
once they marry.,

Bociety has divsied up these &xpacia
fians info Bwa roles--one for men and
far wusmen. Yhy?

H“EEI”H"'r'. wWomen ware fisd to the
e Dt of their inability 1o con-
tral thair reproductive prooess, Becamise
our society i not structured to ses
child-raising as a codlnctive job of the
society but rather the job of individual
faimalies, wormsi hiave their primary rols
of taking care of the physical and emo-

tlongl masntenance of the Tamily.

#nd so female chibdren are raised
1o take on this job. They ane mughe
to be concarnad with making thalr
tamidies’ lives liveabbe by lseing sensitive
ta the feelings and naeds of athers, and
to parfarm tha housshold duties
necRssary 10 meintain famiblas. Thay
ane Taught to be people who s (he
world i oa personal way and to leave
important decision {a men.

Men, on the other hand, heve b=
he main linencial supgor of heir Tami:
ligf. 5o they are raissd to be sgoressive,
competitive, unimaticngd and “in com
mand’, These qualities are essential n
surviving and supporting a family in @
Pt society where workery e pitted
afalnit sach other for jabd, lor rasses, efc

But along with jupport and main
tenance of the family, an idea fairly
mean i the hatory af the family has
davalopad--that there shauld e mural
compaiionship amd offection, mirteal
intarests and sharing of exporences, Al
al this goes under tha headimg of ‘love’

The Crass Realities

Beciute men and women are taught
by society to be so diffarant in order 1o
perform thelr sconamic rales, it's almost
impassibla 1o hawe mistisal interests, mu-
tual companionship, etc

The first evidence of this canflat af
irnterests i the time known g8 ‘when the
honoymoon g ower’. This wmuslly mears
that tha most romantic ides abowt byee
angl mairiage are whitiled down 10 8 7o
realstic idea of what marriegse s

The man is facad] with hes responsabi
lity of baing a good provider in a ociety
of wage Tredzes, constant inflation. and
Enampdovmant. The woaman g Baced

hours ol Boring Rousnsare carng for
babies and maybe an odsics b an top
af all that.

Gradually there is less ond less 1hat
thie couple shares in comemaon. They 't
hath 100 busy an thair different jobs 1o
spend fime togetheés puriuing ooEamimnn
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imierests iF they &ven hove any. And &nén
if there is time, thers's usually little mon-
ey, They may start comgiaining about
feeling teed down, that they heve nothing
to talk 10 the othor abowt, that their
spouse talks about baring things, and
that thair sex life 't wary enjoyable
By Mmare

Baoth peaple bacoma lomsly, frus-
trated and think thers i@ something wrong
with themselves or thear spouss. Bu
there is nothing particularly wrong with
tham as indfividuals. What 15 wrong are
the saparated roles that men and women
haus been socialized into.

o oman vwho has svorked a1 the same
iob for five, ten, or fifteen years has
plenty ta talk abouwt with his fellow wark -

MEN'S CONSCIOUSMESS-:
RAISING GROUPE

Randy Weiss [Dascomb, 774-
1221, ent. 2290) & willing 1o eoar-

dinats man's conehuiinas-raiting
proups.

Giat In vowch with him or with
Lyni Siman [women tool at Tank
(I74-1221, sxt. 4132],

ers because they shers common &xpar-
wnces, But afier a voar or two of marags
ha has lirthe 1o talk about with his wife
She has littke understanding of the one-
third af ki tirme e spends an Kis jab

and he takes little ivberest in the jab iha
dors at homa.

It is no easy task for women who see
the meed for egual sharing of home and
financial responsilslity to got their hus
hands to take an this responsbiliny, Many
women do not olten make dermancs an
their husbands because they are sl
that if he doesn®t like it, thesr man may
lpavn them along with the sratite burden
of financial and family responsibality.,

Cr s may be afraid he will get wiolent
wnd beat her, or he may ridioule her into
Siptemisga0n.

Wamen are taught 1o ascrifice them:
selves for their Families and to accapl
parsonal Blame when things 50 Wrong.
Whan thay feel trapped, damorabized,
anid depressed from being Bolated at
hame all day with young children, or
overworked from two full-time jobs (in
the homn and at the workpdoce), society
canisders this the Individual womam’s
praoblem o solve & Dbeil 4he can

Meeds Arep’t Individual

Our needs aran't only indiwidsal. When
millions of people have the sams proh-
lams, they can't be called individual

protiems. Poor housing, high taxes, b
haalth eare, unamployment, job discrimi-
nation &ne all part of tho same problem
and are leced by a whaole class of prople.

The peophe wha Caniral Tho aconmrmy
won't change the situatian. 1180° pro-
fitable to treat workers = anything rmore
than part of the production process. As
inng @ they pay us sulliciently 0 keep
. eslt by eaugh 19 work regulsly and
o reproduce & e generation of wark-
ers, they can't afford 1o wodry aboul us.

And mot only doowe lave to malitantly
struggle to wring every dollar abowe sur-
wival wages 0T of them, we have to fight
the ideas and institunons developed by
their sconomic systam 10 keep the capi:
teligts in power

Male chauvinigm-—thoee worcs see hear
3o much aboui-has been rivighimed by
the media to b= a problermn of etiguetts or
mannars; wha opens the doar for wham,
who lights the cigarettes. Buf it imeohes
misch more than that. Male chauvinism
I thee Siled structurs” which makes man
think that just by virtes of the fact that
thoy are men, they have power over wa-
man.,

SExEm gives man the privelage of s
‘above’ anothir group of people, 80 That
they have the right 1o push somehady
around just like the boss pushes them
arciend

Waman know that it would ba de-
vasiating Lo most men 10 have ng '-H:“-l'lj
of power, so they often go along with
sexist ideas so as not to hurt their men.
Whian woman fight 1o shaolish the basic
pramise of saxism it & a total threat
o .

Man don't have toodeal with the fact
that thay e powerless as long as they
have individual powser aver individual wo-
e, % I:lﬁ|'|l' wlidn Women §1E can-
fronting this Talse povedr, thal wa have To
pdmit that we a3 imdividesls are power-
|less, BAnd the way things are in this Slas
society, people get their sense of warth
by hiawing poeser aver somieene else; by
Pgwiing sofmaane cepsnd an tham as an
indivichual. ‘Wormen“s fiberathon 1§ & thiean
fo men because it woubd take away The
ondy sense of worth class society gives
them,

Bresk Dowen Divisions

One of the reasors why it i so
important Toe wamen 1oowoark and for
men o share egually in housssoek
and childcare, is to break down the
divigiony betsspan man and women so
o EAE SIETE COMMMON & PTiances, oan
|learm Trom each other and can Srroage
together on equal grounds against a sys-

term which kaaps us all from having decent
lives and relatlonships.

A oy e man and waetsn secept the
sl nleas wihich form the ideology that
segaraies s Trom each other, vwe'll never
be ahle to get &t the root of aur prob-
fems. We can onky hopo for minor ro:
forms which won't really change very
mnich noowur doy-to-day Invees,  The oot of
aur prablem is a class society, even thaugh
the ruling class and s insgitutions do
eyerything to convinme s that the prob:
k2 cama from our ety o ‘copa”

I1's menby vy understanding sexiam,
racsm and svarytkhing the ruling cless
davalaps and éncowrsges 1o divide s,
tFiat well ever be able bo cwercome thess
divisions and e that it's class society
which prevents us from Hving really de-
cang economic and emational ves

The
bloody

truth

by Kate Gebstasdt

The bloody reality o maniimiaion i
something that every waman sees alten.
B some wosmen in Oukland, CaliTomis
decided that a bigger-than-life slide show
afl the most read aspecis of menstrusting,
aceompansed by personal westimonios of
wosmen about their dealings with “the
curie”, waoulld be on appropiiste starement
1o combat the big lie thet Kotex, FOS,
ar SomELmes even our own moihars
lowingly bestow upan s

The shiow began with o ¥odca shouting
aut the familiar epathets o the moanthly
flowe: 'wour perind’, your friend’, ‘a wis
itor’, “the rag’, "Geprge’, ‘the curse’, A

plineg lrrl'luirl Simonds
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briaf, thorough, and matter-of-fact snel-
wiis of The machanical workings of the
mmangtreal cycle fallowed, &l of this went
o i B very dark auidisnca-fillad FiQaOim, &0
that when the first theee lidies hit the
willl simultaneously there was a shocking
impact of bright red, The slides changed
spmmodically on each wall, oamband ing
thee audience with images of Bloody vag-
nas, soiled underpants, sheets, Kotex and
Tampax, douches, Occosionally there
flashed the familiar commaercial partrayal
of the female-an-the-moss, period and all,
To break tha curss

A ambiguaud dlide of a woman about
10 & & bright red |iquid from a wine glass
kept on appearing, a foreshadowing of
what was to come. Aecosdings of wamen
rlating Fathed Humorous anecdates of
their own lesrs, misconceptions, and phys
ical Experiences Conoermving manstraatian,
alang with readings of historical practices
that accompanisd menstruation provided
the soundtrack for the slide show, An
appalling and not vary humaraus Beeouni
was read of @ woman who was lorosd o
dig a hale and implant hersall vaist-desp
I iE i onder 1o hede the filth of her blood
flow. The slides stopped abruptly, and &
warman of centuries past was on sTega
dressad in long, Flowing red robes 1o
dance the age-old tale of woman drinking
bt awn biood to break the curse. The
performance anded a5 The gablen toudhed
heer Hips,

Wital was the point?

I sy thie show vith a close fomale
friend, and both of ws had appreciative
FeaCtians b it & an honést aind posser il
partrayal of a common experience. At
the time, | didn't question the show's val-
wid: | likead or boan arieEties way, Pad soma
good laughs, and thowght it o goos alter-
native to the sunday-schopd sex sories,

Anyway, | told a make friand abouwt i,
and g resction was, Whae was the point—
theere are plenty of distasteful and per-
haips ugly things around, but do we have
o make Bobd and graphse slatamants
aaul Ehem just Because they're resl? YWie
dion®t=but | maintsin thai mensiruation
is & tricky thing: that is, a lot of people
play somg mean tricks by hying 1o women
and Feeding them misconcaptions aboun
merdlrualin BElors thay suen meidin-
abe, by exploiting women by pushing
prissy products that they've convinend us
aie neceisasy of desirable, by instilling in
women a genatal dislike for thair own
bodies and the way in which they func
tiam, Sa unbl the tricks stop, we do have
tix have mare bobd and graphic statemenis
shout wery real things

AUTO MECHAMICS
Larain YWEA & offering an awto

machanict cowrse for woman taught
by Linda Cohan, baginning March1.
Call tha % for information.

E.R.A.

by Diane Meser and Liz Burgess

"Equadity of rights under the law shall
not b denisd or abridgod by the Unioed
Srates of by any state on account af sex.”
This is the proposed 371h amendment to
the Constitution, |t has been passed in
Congress but must be ratified by the
states, Ohio has not passed the Equal
Rights Amandment. Hearings began in
Columbus on Fab, 13, The amendment
will oW woman the same constitulional
Profaction that men slréady receive:

*It will give wemen an equal chance
at jobs provicsnly closed to them be-
eainse af Eheir sex.

*It will give married women tha rght
ta hald proparty and sign contract.
*Waman will ba judged fairly in court,
Some vtates give longer sentonces for

waman than for man for tha sama
crima,

*If @ woman worker dins, her husband
waill recaive social security banefits,
just as & wife would if har husbamnd
disd.

"Hape laws and maternity benefits
would remain the same.

*Women would have to reglster for
the draft and serve an [uries.

*Famales would be sdmitted to all
public schools an the basis of ability,
not =EK.

*Elthar hushand or wile could receive
alimamy, child support, or custody
when divoroed.

PR .
“*Hive: hilm. He's ot gt lega”

Same people fear passage of tho ERA
becauss it will end unfair protective lagis-
Istion, which at present applies only 10
wonman, These lows, which insura lisnck

periods and coffes breaks, also fosbid
woman 10 work avertima or [t more
than 25 pounds, and keep them from
high-paying jobs. In tha lang run, they -
strict more than they protect. in facr,
mast of this pratective legistation s al-
ready illagad urder another law, Title VI
of tha 1964 Civil Rights Act {forbidding
discrimination on the basis of race, color,
religion, or sex), Ohio struck these pro-

tective laws fram the books (n March of
1872,

STATES NOT RATIFYING E.R.A,

Alabama Maovada
Arkanza Fomw Maxien
Arizona Morth Caralina
Conneciicut Morth Dakota
Filorida Ohio
Giaargia Ok hahenamia
inois Clrgsgen
Indiana South Carclina
Mainn South Dakot
Minnesotn Utah
Aissouri Wingtala
Montana Washington
Wiyaming

Wirite Your Representativesi ||

It is shocking to realize that wamen
are presently notl considered as persons
by the Constitution, Mo part of the Con-
stitution daals with women as full civi-
oG axcapl for the 18th amendment
granting wamen the right to sote! 'Whan
the Constitution was Writhen, wWormen
were seen & 1he property of their hus-
bands ar fathers, ard the terms “people”
anid "'pErsors” did not refor to Women,
The Equal Rights Amendment would 1
nally make women into full perions in
the eyas of the law, Legal rights do not
ensung pouality, but they are a beginning.
Wour support is needed. Please writs:

*The Hanarable Michael Del Banma,
Chairman of House Govermmant
Committes

*Charles Kurfam
Spaaker, House of Representatives
anid Chairman of the Rules Commit-
lew

*Theodare Gray
Chairman Senate Rules Commitiee

*dnthony 0. Calabress
Senate Minority Lesdar

*Gowernos John Gilligan
ADDRESS: STATEHOUSE

COLUMBLS
OHID 43216
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DIRECTORY

regnancy counsahing

Pat Walion — Paters Hall, Ob=sriin Colege, room
108 o Bowih Hall mi night.

PFinmined Peraneheod — Wiider Hall, Oberiin
Collage, 7T4-1221 exi, TIHE,

Pl birnal Haaith Associstion of Lorsn County
aifurmy stieriion cownmling snd relerml,
pregrancy counseling e WEEcing, Feo e
enrting 10 obility 1o pey. Finenoid ey
Urwimg Fizel gl awan. Dlioes; Cinerlen
Camerminity Ganter, 77481 353; ol naom
Bulldeng, Elvria, I224GET4; 1340 Broacheay,
Lorskn, 2454713

Childcare

Disarlim Doy oare Canger, 8, Main St,, Fing
Charch Undererofn, 77480103

Lorsin Coumiy Wailare Desaroment anad Loraws
Counry Child Care Apsociafios hiel Lo
plein ligte @l lcenssd dey tore ceminm =
Larain County.  Tha wellans dapammeni
channali lederal money o pay fer children,
[Hilges: BET Désail B, Elyria, J3HATIE
1801 Elyria Awe,, Lomin, 2448160

Breast-Teeding

This Edyria L Lache Lesgum will chiliiaie
mothery st ut brsasi-feeding, Csf Ma,
Kirsch, 235000, M, Handerson, 332-
5213 & M. Sien, BE-SOER

Warmaen's Activities

Deriin Wamen's Cermer — Wildur Hall, Omesiin
Callege — Fay a frary of books and per-
Indicsis, oy wall an afsics {or srmall group
e LR

Oearin Waomsn's Gollemive — 158 8. Prodesos
= goll For I Fatinm on aming e
It Ui bounges which ean e used for
rmasiings whil dRcOgE0n grau e, Pai e col
imeiiva Hssmry ondl ity marsons! librere
i ot nf women weiing ia talb @b
larminfarm. Call TP1221 aut, BI0H,

Onardin Women's Orowsp = monthlby mesting,
ehasem for puitdisity st 1 o call
‘Witemin"s Collscbem,

Lamin Womran's Grodp = Lorsin YWCA ai Gth
Hy, & Feid Ay, call 244-101 0

Cimesland ¥WIA — Call BT -55TH.

Case-WEsiem Feger Linjsrlny Women's Can-
i, CWAL Bluadena Union, Clewelanil

League of Wamean Vaeers = M, Sandes Pod-
wemliny, praeslis] call 7755476,

Legad Aid

Legal Akl Besiery of Lomin Counay, I
Im Elyris: Mpbinesn Bidy, T22-61 10
In Loraisl 1780 E. 20ch 54, 7775008,

Wiomen's Equiry Azeinn League IWEALY —
Cleastand GOE-ITRD

Wolfare Assidtance

Fineriim Commeumicy Walfare Couficil st di 8
retermal sganoy lar those elighile for wetlan,
B Is2, Oberiin Sommunity Canter, 775
BAM .

Wallara Figivis emgeiswiion — parthculery g
jow wenrnen on welien neerding 10 bAow
ibssir righris; enll Mi. Lsone Arserenii,
Crairrman of Lorpin Councy WO, 335
A or M Wiols Misar, Chairman of
Lorairs Wite ogalitan WAD, 2463771

I abn s Py

Copsirgy Out — oo Box A-Z2, Ooerim Callege.
Call yhi woseen s collsive, TTA-1221 eat,
G200 &= TT4-BOAT for indorration.

CALENDAR

Bat., Feb. 24, 1 pm. — Woman's
Seli-Help Health Growp. Al wo-
man welcome, 'Wikder Hall,

Man,, Fab, 36 9:30 p.m. — Comang
Ot meoting. All women wel-
come, 156 5 Professor SE.,
Opariin,

Sa1., Mareh 3, 1 pom, = Women's

Any women who are (ndestod in

Fving co-oparatively pleass esfl Lin-
do st T74-B047, There it roam for
3 or & modre women at this point.
We hove found o howe which will

Salf-Haelp Health Group, Wilder
Hall.

Man., March 5, 8:30 p.m. — Com-
ing Out mesting. 156 5, Profes
SONT.

Eri, & Sat., Manch 8-10 — Womrsn'y
Hualth Confarence. Wilder (Hall,
Oberlsn Collaga, All wamen wel
CIIITIE,

Mo, March 12, 9:30 p.m; — Com-
ing Oui oditarial mesting. All
warman welcoma, Desdiine far
all maerial for March isus of
Coming Out. 186 5, Profesor,

at., Manch 17, 1 p.m. — Women's
Salf-Health Group, Wilder Hall.

Man., March 19 — Coming Out
diztribation meeting, 1565
Professos 5t

*® Sissy Farenholt, president,
‘Waman's Political Caucus

* Chicagy Women's Libaration
Aok Bandd

Come Qut

» Submit articles, poams, drawings photos {par-
ticularly graphics). Deadling: March 12,

& Coma to the Monday night mestings at 186 5.
Professor St., Obarlin, and help put out the pa-
per. All woman walcome and needed,

& Donate for the issues you recaive — if you can
afford it.

# Subscribe if you are from out of town — §51.75
for ona yaar.

ADDRESS: Box A22, Oberlin College, Obarlin,
Dhio 44074,

|:|.' watl & ang pear sutucription (§1.75]

|:|.l el to covrare £ to Commimg Ot

|17 wanre 1o b wiith production and distrituwtion
Mame

Aubdreess

Stuts Zip
Sand ro Coming Out, Sax 4-22, Women's Collactive, Dberiin, Dhio 4074




